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About this Guide:

The course descriptions in this catalog do not list every course objective. Rather, the descriptions are meant
as a guide to assist the student and parent in selecting the proper academic program. More information is
available through Department Supervisors and the student’s Guidance Counselor.

School Policies
Grade Structure

Letter grades for marking period averages, exams and final averages are based on the following numerical
equivalents:

A+ 98-100
A 94-97
A- 90-93
B+ 87-89
B 84-86
B- 80-83
C+ 77-79
C 74-76
C- 70-73
D 66-69
F 65 and

below
Attendance Policy

Students that exceed the maximum number of absences listed below may lose academic credit for that
course.  Absences due to extenuating circumstances will be examined by the attendance committee at the
conclusion of each marking period. Please see the PPHS Student Handbook for full details of the attendance
policy.

Course Length Maximum Number of Absences
45 Days (Marking Period Course) 4*
90 Days (Semester Course) 8*
180 Days (Full Year Course,
3 meetings per cycle)

17*

180 Days (Full Year Course,
4 meetings per cycle)

23*

* 4 tardies are equal to 1 absence

Promotion Policy

Placement in specific grade levels is determined by successful completion of coursework in the previous
academic year.  Students will be retained in a lower grade if these requirements are not met.

Grade 7 - satisfactory completion of Grade 6
Grade   8 - satisfactory completion of Grade 7

Scheduling Process



Each student is encouraged to research the online course booklet beforehand with their parent/guardian.
Students will meet in person with their Guidance Counselor in the Spring of each year to discuss remaining
academic requirements. During this time, counselors will review students’ tentative course selections,
progress towards graduation requirements, and/or specific college entrance requirements. Course schedules
for the upcoming year will be developed collaboratively based on outstanding requirements and the
student’s expressed individual interests.

Schedule Changes

Student schedules will be available to students via Genesis during the summer.  At that time, students will
be notified of a set of specific dates in August when schedule changes can be made.  Please note that
schedule changes will not take place outside of this window or during the school year.  Students must take
advantage of these dates in August to modify their schedules.  Modifications to schedules will only be
made if there is an error or if the student can demonstrate that the change is necessary and has merit.  Some
examples of insufficient reasons for a change include the following:

o A student wants a different teacher.
o A student wants to take the course at a different time of day
o A student wants to take the course during a different term.

All schedule corrections and/or changes are subject to the approval of the Guidance Office and
Administration.



English

Reading & Writing (0047)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Average

This course is designed to increase reading fluency, endurance, and to encourage the habit of lifelong
reading. Students will develop skills to become more confident and competent readers while fostering an
appreciation for reading. Close Reading will be a heavy focus throughout the course. Besides the novels,
we will be reading short stories, informational articles, and literary pieces. There will be various writing
activities on a daily basis. This course will challenge students to become proficient and independent
readers. While learning strategies to improve reading comprehension and fluency, their vocabulary will
expand. Students will be asked to work independently, in groups, and to work on the computer.

Reading & Writing 2 (0048)

Grade Level: 8

Skill Level: Average

Prerequisites: Reading & Writing 1

This course is designed to build upon the learning skills in Reading & Writing 1 such as; to increase
reading fluency, endurance, and to encourage the habit of lifelong reading. Students will develop further
skills to become more confident and competent readers while fostering an appreciation for reading. Close
Reading will be a heavy focus throughout the course. Besides the novels, we will be reading short stories,
informational articles, and literary pieces. There will be various writing activities on a daily basis.
Additionally, this course will challenge students to become proficient and independent readers. While
learning strategies to improve reading comprehension and fluency, their vocabulary will expand. Students
will be asked to work independently, in groups, and to work on the computer.

Language Arts 7 (LS0028)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Average
Prerequisites: English 6 or equivalent

This course focuses on Writer’s Workshop, which requires students to do extensive work writing essays:
narrative, literary, persuasive, biography, and a genre-choice project . Students will read a wide selection of
mentor texts with an introduction to the genres of literature.   Other curriculum areas include vocabulary
development, grammar, listening, and speaking.  Extensive enrichment activities will be offered.  A
summer reading assignment and essay are required.

Language Arts 7H (LS00029)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Advanced
Prerequisites: English 6 or equivalent

Basic Skills
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Basic



Prerequisites: Language Arts 6 or equivalent

This course focuses on mastering basic language arts skills such as reading comprehension, vocabulary
skills, locating the main idea, locating and developing a thesis statement, and writing a five paragraph
essay. Students will read a fiction novel and various nonfiction articles from the internet.   Other
curriculum areas include grammar, listening, and speaking.  Extensive enrichment activities will be
offered.

English 8 (0110)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Average
Prerequisites: English 7 or equivalent

This course requires students to engage in reading, discussing, and writing about literature. Students will
read a wide selection of literary works from genres including fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama. A
range of authors and themes will be introduced. Other curriculum areas include vocabulary development,
grammar, listening, and speaking.  A summer reading assignment and autobiographical paper are required.

English 8H (0111)
Grade Level:   8
Skill Level: Advanced               
Prerequisites: English 7 or equivalent and teacher recommendation
In this course, students will learn strategies for analyzing fiction, non-fiction, drama and other literary
forms.  Students will also have many opportunities to practice and develop writing skills through a variety
of activities, such as composing essays, narratives, letters, and journals.  Grammar points will be reviewed
daily and incorporated into writing tasks in order to develop complexity of ideas.  Word origins will also
be examined in vocabulary development.  Students will also have the opportunity to pursue independent
study related to the required course work.  Summer reading and the autobiography project are requirements
for this course.

Study Skills - ELA 7 (1251)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Basic
Prerequisites: Language Arts 6 or equivalent
This course focuses on mastering basic language arts skills such as reading comprehension, vocabulary
skills, locating the main idea, locating and developing a thesis statement, and writing a five paragraph
essay. Students will read a fiction novel and various nonfiction articles from the internet.   Other
curriculum areas include grammar, listening, and speaking.  Extensive enrichment activities will be
offered.

Study Skills - ELA 8 (1259)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Basic
Prerequisites: Language Arts 7 or equivalent
This course focuses on mastering basic language arts skills such as reading comprehension, vocabulary
skills, locating the main idea, locating and developing a thesis statement, and writing a five paragraph



essay. Students will read a fiction novel and various nonfiction articles from the internet.   Other
curriculum areas include grammar, listening, and speaking.  Extensive enrichment activities will be
offered.



Math
Math 7  (LS0019)
Grade level 7
Skill Level: Beginner-Intermediate
Prerequisite: Math 6

In Math 7, you will focus on four critical areas: (1) developing understanding of and applying proportional
relationships; (2) developing understanding of operations with rational numbers and working with
expressions and linear equations; (3) solving problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric
constructions, and working with two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area,
surface area, and volume; and (4) drawing inferences about populations based on samples.

Pre-Algebra 7 - Honors (LS0022)
Grade Level:   7
Skill Level: Advanced
Prerequisites: Math 6 and a teacher recommendation based upon rubric of success

In Pre-Algebra, you will focus on three critical areas: (1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and
equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and solving linear
equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using functions to
describe quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using
distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem.

Pre-Algebra  (0316)
Grade Level:   8
Skill Level: Beginner-Intermediate
Prerequisites: Math 7

In Pre-algebra, you will focus on three critical areas: (1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and
equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and solving linear
equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using functions to
describe quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using
distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem.

Algebra 8 - Honors  (0311)
Grade Level:   8
Skill Level: Advanced
Prerequisites: Pre-Algebra 7 Honors or Pre-Algebra and teacher recommendation.

Algebra 8 Honors is designed to give students a foundation for all future mathematics courses. Modeling
and problem solving are at the heart of the curriculum. Mathematical modeling consists of recognizing and
clarifying mathematical structures that are embedded in other contexts, formulating a problem in
mathematical terms, using mathematical strategies to reach a solution and interpreting the solution in the
context of the original problem. Students will explore: foundations of algebra, solving equations and



inequalities, introduction to functions, linear functions, systems of equations and inequalities, exponents
and exponential functions, polynomials and factoring, quadratic functions and equations, and radical
expressions and equations. Students must be able to solve practical problems, representing and analyzing
the situation using symbols, graphs, tables or diagrams. Throughout this course, New Jersey Student
Learning Standards are taught and reinforced as the student learns how to apply the concepts in real-life
situations.

Introduction to Financial Literacy (00003)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Beginner-Intermediate
Prerequisites:
This course is  designed to understand the importance of the financial world in an introductory level,
including planning and managing money wisely. Areas of study taught through application in personal
finance include budgeting, credit/debit cards, buying a vehicle, living independently, and creating your
own business. Based on the hands-on skills and knowledge applied in this course, students will develop
financial goals, and create realistic and measurable objectives to be money smart. Through project-based
learning activities and tasks, students will apply mathematical concepts in realistic scenarios and will
actively engage by applying the mathematics necessary to make informed decisions related to personal
finance. Financial Literacy places great emphasis on problem solving, reasoning, representing, connecting
and communicating financial data.

Study Skills - Math 7 (1252)
Grade level 7
Skill Level: All
Prerequisite: Enrollment in Math 7 or equivalent

This course is offered to 7th grade students.  The course is designed to reinforce topics learned in the main
math class.  Topics will be dissected and broken down to provide better preparation for math assessments.

Study Skills - Math 8 (1258)
Grade level 8
Skill level: All
Prerequisite: Enrollment in Pre-Algebra 8 or equivalent

This course is offered to 8th grade students.  The course is designed to reinforce topics learned in the main
math class.  Topics will be dissected and broken down to provide better preparation for math assessments.



Social Studies

Social Studies 7 (LS00187)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Basic
Prerequisites:
Social Studies 7 provides a run-through of the history of the United States, surveying the major events and
turning points of U.S. history as it moves from America's cultural roots through modern times. As students
examine each era of history, they will analyze primary sources and research events to gain a clearer
understanding of the factors that have shaped U.S. history. The students will examine the effects of
territorial expansion, the rise of industrialization, the effects of Wars, and assess the outcomes of economic
trends and the connections between culture and government. Throughout the course, students will learn the
importance of cultural diversity while examining history from different points.

The course includes lessons and activities that offer plenty of opportunities for student engagement and
content retention. Each unit contains lessons that include introduction of content, virtual demonstration of
that content, and repeated opportunity to practice that content, along with quizzes and exams per chapter,
projects throughout, and midterm and final exam at the end of the course.

Social Studies 7H (LS0078)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Advanced
Prerequisites:
Social Studies 7H provides a run-through of the history of the United States, surveying the major events
and turning points of U.S. history as it moves from America's cultural roots through modern times. As
students examine each era of history, they will analyze primary sources and do research on events to gain a
clearer understanding of the factors that have shaped U.S. history. The students will examine the effects of
territorial expansion, the rise of industrialization, the effects of Wars, and assess the outcomes of economic
trends and the connections between culture and government. Throughout the course, students will learn the
importance of cultural diversity while examining history from different points.

The course includes lessons and activities that offer plenty of opportunities for student engagement and
content retention. A lot of what is completed in the Honors program requires students to work
independently to obtain information and then present on different platforms. Each unit contains lessons
that include introduction of content, virtual demonstration of that content, and repeated opportunity to
practice that content, along with quizzes and exams per chapter, projects throughout, and midterm and final
exam at the end of the course.

Civics (0206)
Grade Level: 7/8
Skill Level:
Prerequisites:
Civics is the core Social Studies class for all eighth graders in the Palisades Park School District.
The course explores the foundations and institutions of the United States Government. As stated
in the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS), Civics prepares students to be informed,
active, and responsible citizens in the American democratic republic. Students will learn about
events, philosophies, key personalities and values that have shaped our government. Civics also
introduces students to the responsibilities and limitations of our federal, state and local
governments.



The relationship between the ideals and principles of a democratic society and how the needs of
its citizens are met will be examined. The United States constitution will be analyzed and students
will learn how to be active participants in their community and government. All of the content
areas adhere to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS).

Geography (0290)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level:
Prerequisites:
Geography begins with a rundown of Geography and the issues that it impacts. The course goes on to
examine the geography of the world and the events that shaped it.

Some course topics include:
Introduction to Geography (NSEW, landmarks, geographical features, reading maps)
People, Economy and Culture of various regions
Countries of North, Central, and South America, Europe, Africa and Asia
Oceania

World History 8 (0210)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Basic
Prerequisites: American History 7

This course examines the early civilizations of the world. Students will be transported back in time to
ancient China, Egypt, Africa, and more. They will discover the beginning of civilization, starting from the
Fertile Crescent and expanding around the globe. In this course, students will connect the varying aspects
of these civilizations and how these discoveries still impact our way of life.

World History 8 Honors (0211)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Advanced
Prerequisites:

This is a survey course in which we will explore the geography, culture, and conflicts of ancient
civilizations in order to understand the development of civilizations around the globe as well as determine
their impact on today’s civilization.



Science

Science 7/7H (LS0077)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Average
Prerequisites: Science 6 (Basic, Regular or Honors)

Students build understandings of what occurs at the atomic and molecular scale. Students provide
molecular-level accounts of states of matter and changes between states, of how chemical reactions involve
regrouping of atoms to form new substances, and of how atoms rearrange during chemical reactions.
Students demonstrate age-appropriate abilities to plan and carry out investigations to develop evidence that
living organisms are made of cells. Students develop a basic understanding of the role of cells in body
systems and how those systems work to support the life functions of the organism. Students develop and
use models to describe how gene mutations and sexual reproduction contribute to genetic variation.
Students provide a mechanistic account for how cells provide a structure for the plant process of
photosynthesis in the movement of matter and energy needed for the cell. Students examine geoscience
data in order to understand processes and events in Earth’s history
Course and content pacing allows adequate time for students to develop their skills.

Science 7H ((LS0078)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Advanced
Prerequisites: Science 6 (Basic, Regular or Honors)
This course challenges students at a higher level by building understandings of what occurs at the atomic

and molecular scale. Students provide molecular-level accounts of states of matter and changes between

states, of how chemical reactions involve regrouping of atoms to form new substances, and of how atoms

rearrange during chemical reactions. Students demonstrate age-appropriate abilities to plan and carry out

investigations to develop evidence that living organisms are made of cells. Students develop a basic

understanding of the role of cells in body systems and how those systems work to support the life functions

of the organism. Students develop and use models to describe how gene mutations and sexual reproduction

contribute to genetic variation. Students provide a mechanistic account for how cells provide a structure

for the plant process of photosynthesis in the movement of matter and energy needed for the cell. Students

examine geoscience data in order to understand processes and events in Earth’s history

Course and content pacing allows adequate time for students to develop their skills.

Science 8 (0413)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Advanced
Prerequisites: Science 7 This course was designed to build upon the science content from both 6th and 7th

grade in a wrap-around approach, which covers Life Science, Physical Science, and Earth Science.



Students will explore the concepts of genetics and heredity, as well as the theory of evolution as it pertains
to the fossil record, variation, and adaptation. The causes and effects of climate change will be discussed,
including its implications for the future. Students will also gain an understanding of the various forms of
energy, the electromagnetic spectrum, and waves. Both hands-on and virtual labs will be heavily utilized in
this course in an effort to connect scientific theory with the real world.

Honors Science 8 (0412)

Grade Level: 8

Skill Level: Advanced

Prerequisites: Science 7

This course challenges students at a higher level by offering the following units: genetics and evolution,

stability on earth and human impact, forms of energy, thermal energy, and electromagnetic spectrum.

Students will learn to communicate their thoughts using appropriate scientific language and demonstrate

understanding of science process skills and procedures. Lab experiences, scientific inquiry, and advanced

thinking and problem-solving skills are used to emphasize scientific concepts. Students should have strong

math and reading skills due to the application of mathematical skills and concepts that are heavily

emphasized in the physical science part of the curriculum. This course is recommended for the student

with an interest in a science career pathway.

Exploration of Space (0403)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Average
Prerequisites: Science 7 (Basic, Regular or Honors)
In this course, students will explore and practice the myriad skills needed for space travel. These skills
include but are not limited to measuring volume and density, temperature conversion, determining the pH
of various substances, and locating points on a map via latitude and longitude. This is a lab-based class in
which students must use their communication skills to work together to reach common goals.



ESL

ESL Beginning 7/8  (0182)
Grade Level: 7-8
Skill Level: Basic
Prerequisites: State Assessment Score

This course is appropriate for beginning-level Limited English Proficient students.  It focuses on the
acquisition of grammatical structures and vocabulary development in American English.  Students will
gain proficiency in the four skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  It will also help students
assimilate into the American culture and society. It is important to give all students an opportunity to learn,
even if they do not have a complete grasp on the English language. At this level, the students will learn
cues from the teacher as oral repetition will be a focus.

ESL Intermediate 7/8 (0177)
Grade Level: 7-8
Skill Level: Intermediate
Prerequisites: State Assessment Score

This course is appropriate for intermediate-level Limited English Proficient students who have achieved a
higher level of proficiency in all four skill areas.  Focus is on advanced grammatical structures and
continued vocabulary development. Emphasis will be placed on the writing process, reading workshop,
and expanding sentence structure and paragraphs using text aides and graphic organizers. At this level, the
student is able to understand the main ideas of a complex text.

ESL Pre-Algebra 8 (0318)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Basic
Prerequisites: 7th Grade Math

This course is an introduction to the mathematical skills necessary to succeed in 8th grade. Operations with
whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and integers are reinforced through application problems. Other topics
include organizing data in tables an/d graphs, formulas, ratio and proportion, percent, practical geometry,
evaluating algebraic expressions, graphing in the rectangular coordinate system, making input/output
tables, absolute value, measurement conversion between American and metric units, and solving simple
algebraic equations.

ESL Math 7
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Basic
Prerequisites: 6th grade math

This course is an introduction to the mathematical skills necessary to succeed in 7th grade. Topics covered
include algebraic expressions and equations, operations using algebraic equations, similarity, scale factors,
ratios, percents and proportional thinking, operations with integers, order of operations and absolute value,
slope and linear relationships, and 3-D measurement.



World Language

Italian 7 (LS0157)

Grade Level: 7

Skill Level: Novice

Prerequisites: None

This course is an introduction to the Italian language and culture while developing listening, speaking,
reading skills, and writing at a very basic level.  Vocabulary development and basic grammatical structures
are introduced through various thematic units. With the use of pictures, the students will be able to identify
common vocabulary words related to themes. Common expressions, alphabet, numbers, colors, days of the
week, and the months of the year will also be covered. Students will be exposed to Italian culture,
traditions and celebrations, enhancing the study of these through projects.  The use of technology will
expose the students through virtual tours of cultural celebrations, traditions and the geography of Italy.

Italian 8 (0513)

Grade Level: 8

Skill Level: Novice

Prerequisites: None

This course is a continuation/introduction to the Italian language and culture. We will continue to develop
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. We will continue with vocabulary development and basic
grammatical structures are introduced/reinforced through various thematic units. With the use of pictures,
the students will be able to identify common vocabulary words related to themes. Students will review
common expressions, alphabet, numbers, colors, days of the week, and the months of the year. Students
will be exposed to Italian culture, traditions and celebrations, enhancing the study of these through
projects.  The use of technology will expose the students through virtual tours of cultural celebrations,
traditions and the geography of Italy.

Korean 7 (LS0466) Credits: 2.5
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Average
Prerequisites: None
The course provides students with basic conversational and grammatical patterns, assuming that the
students have no or little previous background knowledge of Korean. The objective of the course is to



equip students with communicative skills in speaking, listening, reading, and writing at a basic level in
Korean; students will learn how to express simple ideas as well as how to combine simple ideas in various
ways. At the end of the semester, students are expected to be able to introduce themselves, describe their
family, and narrate their daily school activities and weekend activities including both past and future
events. And students will learn various topics about both traditional and contemporary Korean culture.

Korean 8 (0514) Credits: 2.5
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Average
Prerequisites: Korean 7

The course provides students with communicative skills in speaking, listening, reading, and writing at a
basic and intermediate level in Korean. At the end of the course, the students will be able to: comprehend
spoken words, simple sentences and dialogues, recognize numbers, time, and dates and respond to
everyday commands, use basic vocabulary regarding such topics as family, school, numbers, seasons, and
common objects, react appropriately to information in brief announcements, written messages, calendars,
identify main themes in various age-appropriate visual media, interpret gestures and other visual or
auditory cues to understand spoken language, and understand the Korean contemporary culture and values
of the Korean people.

Spanish 7 (LS0464)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Novice
Prerequisites: None

This course is an introduction to the Spanish language and culture while developing listening, speaking,
reading skills, and writing at a very basic level. Vocabulary development and basic grammatical structures
are introduced through various thematic units. With the use of pictures, the students will be able to identify
common vocabulary words related to themes. Common expressions, alphabet, numbers, colors, days of the
week, and the months of the year will also be covered. Students will be exposed to Spaniard and Latin
American culture, traditions and celebrations, enhancing the study of these through projects. The use of
technology will expose the students through virtual tours of cultural celebrations, traditions and the
geography of Spain, Central America, South America and the Caribbean .

Spanish 8 (0510)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Novice
Prerequisites: None

This course is a continuation/introduction to the Spanish language and culture. We will continue to develop
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. We will continue with vocabulary development and basic
grammatical structures are introduced/reinforced through various thematic units. With the use of pictures,
the students will be able to identify common vocabulary words related to themes. Students will review
common expressions, alphabet, numbers, colors, days of the week, and the months of the year. Students



will be exposed to Spaniard and Latin American culture, traditions and celebrations, enhancing the study
of these through projects. The use of technology will expose the students through virtual tours of cultural
celebrations, traditions and the geography of  Spain, Central America, South America and the Caribbean .



Physical Education and Health

Physical Education 7/8 (0959)
Grade Level:
Skill Level:
Prerequisites:

This course is designed to help students develop related skills and provide the foundation for physical
competency and literacy to participate with confidence in a broad range of physical activities. The course
will provide effective principles to achieve lifelong performance and wellness.

Health 7 (LS0157)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level:
Prerequisites:
This course is designed to help students develop a better understanding of health concepts, behaviors, and
skills in an effort to enhance the well being of the students and reduce health risks. This course will help
students to be able to set personal goals, evaluate health information and products, and it will evaluate the
consequences that our choices can have.

Health 8 (0960)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level:
Prerequisites:
This course is designed to build on material covered in 7th grade health.   Puberty/growth and
development, communicable and non-communicable diseases, exercise, nutrition, and holistic health will
be taught.  These topics will prepare students for health class at the high school level.



Performing Arts-Music
Chorus  (0730)
Grade Level: 7-8
Skill Level: Average
Prerequisites: None

Chorus is open to anyone with a willingness to sing, the ability to sing separate parts in tune, and the desire
to grow musically.  Students will learn about and sing many musical styles, learn how to properly use their
voice and read and write music.

Band (0727)
Grade Level: 7-8
Skill Level: Intermediate
Prerequisites: Prior knowledge of playing a musical instrument/instrumental lessons

Band 7-8 is an instrumental music performance class.  The knowledge and skills learned through previous
instrumental lessons will be expanded upon and put into practice by performing in a concert band
ensemble.  Students will expand upon their musical knowledge and learn more about music theory and
how to properly become better musicians on their individual instruments.

Introduction to Music Theory (9409)
Grade Level: 7-8
Skill Level: Beginner
Prerequisites: None
The focus of this course is to develop a basic understanding of how music is composed.  Students
will learn to read basic musical notation, the elements of music, and how genres of music have
developed based upon advancements in compositional techniques.

Music Appreciation (LS0107)
Grade Level: 7-8
Skill Level: Beginner
Prerequisites: None
This course will present a brief history of music.  Moreover, students will explore the creative
process from the perspective of the composer and the musician.

Introduction to Performing Arts (0715)
Grade Level:
Skill Level:
Prerequisites:

This course provides an opportunity to learn the basics of acting, directing, and writing for the stage.
Students will read, write, and perform monologues, collaborate with peers to produce scenes and skits, and
study a full-length short play. The course culminates in a festival of short plays, which requires students to
mount productions in small groups, complete with sound, lighting, and costume design elements.



Fine Arts
Fine Arts
Grade level: 7/8
Skill Level: Beginner
Prerequisites: None

This course is designed to advance students in an array of artistic skills. Emphasis on painting/drawing
techniques, 2-D design, 3-D design, and color theory.

Practical Arts
Life Skills (0818)
Grade level: 7
Skill Level: Beginner
Prerequisites: None

The purpose of this course is to explore some basic life skills. The skills included in this exploration are
related to the student as an individual, the student and family life, friendships and community
responsibilities (aka: citizenship). The students will also learn basic food safety and food preparation skills.
The students will have the opportunity to work in kitchen teams preparing foods to sample in class.

7th Grade Advisory (00001)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Average
7th Grade Advisory is a character education course for all seventh graders. It is designed to enrich students
in general life topics and in situations that they are either already facing or will possibly face in the future.
Every class includes a teacher/student discussion, independent work, and occasionally a video based on the
day's topic. Some topics of 7th Grade Advisory include Bullying/Anti-Bullying, Cyberbullying, Respect,
Personal Priorities and Moral Dilemmas, Toxic Friendships, Racism and Tolerance, Anxiety, and
Depression, just to name a few.



Technology

Computers  7/8 (LS0146)
Grade Level:7-8
Skill Level: Beginner
This course will build upon the skills learned in the elementary school. A focus is placed on the Google
Suite of products along with Microsoft Word and Apple’s products including GarageBand and Photos.
Internet research, Internet safety, and online etiquette are also covered in this course.

Introduction to Video Production (0636)
Grade Level: 8
Skill Level: Beginner
Prerequisites:  None

This one marking period course will teach students how to set up video equipment, the basics of filming,
shot composition, and editing.  Students will produce two projects: a Daily Routine Video, and a PSA or
Process Story. A majority of the class will consist of Project-Based and Group-Based projects.

Introduction to Robotics (0632)
Grade Level: 7
Skill Level: Beginner
Prerequisites: none

This course is a one marking period class. The students will learn how to build a Makerbot, Vex Clawbot.
The students will then learn how to operate the Clawbot using a joystick. We will move to the computers
and learn how to do simple coding which is then transferred to the Clawbot. This will make the robot an
autonomous bot. As the students learn more coding they will be able to get the robot to do more maneuvers
and work its way around a designed course.


